Whjf e Culture? What is Paleha Culture? What 2 Maori Culture?

Evervone has a culture. [tis all around us iU is the norgnal’ way we doand
geo things. 1015 bazed on the }Mit Ve 1[ i:. -tl' PAYE t.h-_xix;—:,iilf& Lo resl present
and future needs. Culturs is cau s taught. We are Dol
into rather than with it [0is 50 - .a.ifx.-s.f:~ v falle [or granted for it is
the way we speak, the way we uui =2

1*‘\ 1510115, er- Way We fnake and ‘-{&t
along with our friends o tn«; WAY W stricturs our sodety. 1t is the way
we bring up our childreti to fhe ‘.-‘J:B.‘jf wie lodk alter and bur},r onr dead. In
short it is the way we do things, Often it 15 not undil we cotne face fo [ace
with the essential differences of anofher culture of help soieons come o
understand our ‘normal’ way of doing things thal we recognize and
appreciats what makes us different. Certain universals are coramen to all
cultures but the different ways of sxpressing and viewing that universal
make up the unique character of each culture which is at the heart of its
identity, its eszence, its aoul

Cultures are often in conflict. People of one culture often generalizs about
another nsually by picking on one particular charactsrstic and makuig a
niegalive juc 1‘-*rmr-nt [romn it o all wiho comns or arg of that culture Often
this cenflict arises [rom our own inssourity about our own culture. kMost of
us need to first understand and affirm our own cultural bass 20 as to then
be abls t:) appreciate and r&ap&ct the aulturs of ansther.

2

TWhen ong culture duﬁlinﬁ*w 3 par ticular 2etHng of country Sthsr cultures
are often seen as inferior to the normal wavs and if members of that
minot culturs are not strong in their swn wentity and culture they i turn
tend 0 visw themsalves as inferior Lo others,

An Outline of My Week -Long Bloultural Courses Pile Lander

ey nots Address

1. What is Eeally happening in Our = x»ui Today - & Maori Perspective

[0

& Historical Overview of Education in Aolearca,/Hew
Zealand and a look at Post Paksha - Maori Eslations

3 A Closer look at Culturs” including our thoughts on What is FPakeha
Culturs and kMaori Culture?

Racizsm in Aotearoa/Mew Zealand
What i3 Racism? - Fzr]mdu &7 - Fenoe Stuung?
Sharing our own upbringing and misconeptions.



5. & deepar ook at the Culturs of T Tangata Whenua,
Biculburalizm and the importance of Te Bso. w

&. Eilingualism in cur communifies and 3chols,

7. The Waitangi Tribunal - the hope of true MNew Zealanders.
. Proven strategies and answers for red-nscked

Stail and FParents

9. Filling our own baskets with an latroduction to Te Reo
Useful Classroom Praciices and Eesources,

10, A plan for the Future
(i}  For each of us
(i) For our sohool
(i} For our Comrnunity
{iv) For our New Zealansd -

Fakeha Culture

Pakeha culture is the dominant culturs uI Aotearca New Zealand. It has
many similarities 1o its heritage cultures in Western huzupw but is

distinctively peculiar to this land and its people. The majority of onr
Homes and /schools workl vigourensly to promots cur dominant culturs and
hence advantage those of thdt culturs often at the expenss of thoese rom
other cultural b«f\\,hgi ounds, especially those that are seen to have a lower
status to the Paksha culture.

Every Hew Zealandsr is sxpected 1o De able to walk and work comfortably
in he Pakeha Culture, it is open Lo all Decauge it is sesn as The Culture.

baori Cullure

hlaori culture {s the culture of the Tangata ’*Hhvn‘da of Aotearoa - Hew
Zealand, the first peopls 1o settle in this land. Itis general to 411 Maori
people vet is characterised ty its tribal gxw.i regional difference

In the main Maori culture 15 only superficially open to most Pakeha and
non Maori tut is expected by all to be cangh by all Maort, baort culturs
and history are all around us. '




I recognising our dual heritage we need not only to recognise the Maori as
the Tangata Whenua but alzo that Te Tirin o Waitangl s the [oundation of
GUr falionhood together, =qual in status hving, working and in the ruture

walkling together, in andd <UL o Both S ur culiurss,
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BICULTURALISM SHOULD BE OUR AIM

By establishing this as our goal we need to make it clear that we are not
trying to undermine tri-or multicultural initiatives. New Zealanders from
Asia, Europe, the Pacific Islands etc. must uphold their own heritage
culture and we as individuals and as a Nation, need to recognise and honour
this fact and this quality that other cultures bring.to enrich our
nationhood. In one respect those New Zealanders with another heritage
culture are already bicultural, but often not in the way I wish to address
this topic. They are bicultural in their own and in Pakeha culture which
is absolutely necessary for them to exist and 'make it' in this land of
Aotearoa.

The unfortunate thing is that these recent immigrants come to our shores
ignorant of the fact that there is another culture indigenous to this land
that is crying out for recognition and fulfilment. Unfortunately everything
they see, every institution they come into contact with, our total New
Zealand way of lifecsgives them the distinct impression that Pakeha Culture

is the only culture of New Zealand. It is not until they have been here

for a while that their eyes are opened and by then they have often gained

the biased, negative attitude,of the majority towards that culture.

Sir Paul Reeves at Waitangi '89 pleaded with all New Zealanders to become
more fully aware of our post-1840 history. Much re-writing of the books
has been done 1in recent years in the light of seeing our history through
both eyes, researching factual documents and, with distance in time, being
able to view things a little more objectively.

Rediscovering the truth of our history will make most of us angry, perhaps
bitter at the half truths and outright lies forced upon us by the diet
previously administered to us. We become defensive and cling to myths

that may support our prejudice and ignorance. We cast the blame in other
directions and for a start this 1is perfectly natural - its not until we
think and start talking about these past events with others do we dog paddle
through the murky waters and start to feel a collective responsibility to
try and rectify and put right in our own mind our misconceptions and that's
where we must start, -Then we come to an understanding of why one people
are so.advantaged tqday at the expense of another, our indigenous race.

Some people indulge in a type of collective and personal gquilt but this
soon turns to owning the present not the past. What can we do today to
try and swing the pendulum back to the centre? :

The first thing is to deal with ourselves - not cast blame and accusations
on our forebears, our earlier politicigns and the Maori for letting it
happen because all of this is unproductive. We cannot change the past -
we can learn more about it but we cannot alter it.

History, however, is alive and happening now and what we can change is
ourselves and perhaps influence those around us.

As teachers we are seen to be enlightened people. We are the professional
ones, we know how kids learn and we know what's best for them. But how
enlightened are we about our real history? Do we carry a baggage of half-
truths and prejudice on our shoulders and does this baggage influence our
teaching? Of course it must. Ask any child Pakeha or Maori how a particular
person/teacher feels about ‘Maori children ~ they know, it shows, we cannot
help but show it. Some try to put on a mask,but kids, especially Polynesian
children can read us often more clearly than we can read ourselves.



That's why I say we need to start with ourselves and we need to be honest
and bounce ideas off others, share our feelings and be prepared to listen
and change in the light of deeper thinking and a more correct,truthful
account of our past and present,

In talking with a group of English immigrants about our schools and the
'real' problems regarding relationships, one asked did I find Maori
children a problem. What would be your answer? How does that question
strike you - where does the real problem lie?

1 have been in that situation many times and all the rhetoric in the

world may only gain a superficial understanding, but really, they dont
understand. 1It's not until one can draw on an experience that is familiar
to them, that draws on an emotional, heartfelt previous experience of
theirs do they perhaps_begin to understand the enormous problem we are
faced with today.

1 asked this parent and the others if they had an experience where they
or their children felt discriminated against - put down and consequently
expected little from. The examples came thick and fast - all they had to
do in Kiwiland was open their mouths and out came our prejudice towards
“poms"., Their kids had been thumped, put down, run away from schools and
home. Sure they had experienced it at first but in the main they had been
able to rise above it as they 'proved' themselves, as they became more
'kiwi' in speech and interests, acceptance was not far away.

Let's focus on the time that they were being kicked and put down, How did
they feel? - did they have a sense of worthlessness, were they depressed,
lacking in spirit and self worth? How did they react and what did they
have going for them that eventually helped them rise up from the ashes.

Suddenly what 1 had been saying before began to make real sense. Suddenly
their understanding of ‘the problem took on a richer glow. They had their
white skin and their very similar but very high status culture - high status
in other people's eyes as well as their own to bounce back quickly but what
if they-had been kept down for a few years - a decade - a generation.

What ¥f they had been undermined and discriminated against for One Hundred

cand Fifty years and this in their own country! Perhaps armed with this
knowledge we can see why the radicals are gathering in number, in

oputrageous statements and actions. . :

Perhaps armed with this understanding we can see why we have those who opt
out of our society and form their own. )

Maori people have great hope in the findings of the Waitangi Tribunal. As
a New Zealand teacher - do you? What special efforts are you and your
school going to make as a lead up to celebrating our One Hundred-and Fifty
years of nationhood? - :

Haw about trying to find out why people are sdying biculturalism before %gﬁ
multiculturalism? ‘ ‘ '

tike Lander

District Adviser

Fducation Maori & Pacific Islanders
Hamilton



